
Bottom Line: We must surrender what we know to be true to Him who is the Truth. 

Study Verses: 1 John 2:15-17, James 4:4-7, Matthew 7:13-14, Proverbs 14:12, 
Ephesians 2:14-16, James 3:16 

Define The Win: Participants would recognize that the issues on the table matter 
much less than the people at the table. They would be able to articulate where 
they might be winning an argument, but losing a relationship at the same time. 
Group members would pinpoint where they need to surrender what is true to God.  

Key Points 

• We are born to trust. Everyone comes into this world needing someone else.  

• Our hearts will remain restless until we find something to support our trust. 

• What we see awakens something in us.  

• The more we see, the more we want. The more we want, the more we look for it.  

• We have to learn how to think redemptively. 

• As long as we focus on the issues and continue to ignore what’s at the center, 
nothing will change.  

• Processing what we believe requires us to be still and quiet. Clarity doesn’t come 
in the midst of the noise. 

• He created you for Himself and He’s not going to let go of that very easily.  
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• There’s no point in having strong views if you only have them in order to put 
people in their place.  

• The madness of this world won’t change by simply winning an argument.  

• Grace comes to us by submission to the Truth. 

ENCOUNTER  

• When you become self-sufficient, you become self-centered. What are some 
warning signs that you are trying to find your sufficiency in yourself? How 
does one know when they’re being self-centered?  

• How is the church supposed to engage in culture and address issues taking 
place in our world? 

• How do you have strong views about something without putting yourself in 
the center or putting someone else in their place? 

• Where are you winning an argument about the issues but losing a 
relationship? What makes issues so important to you? 

FORMATION  

• Read Matthew 7:13-14. How does following the narrowing road lead to life 
rather than restriction? Why do few people find their feet on this road? 

• Read James 4:4-7 and Proverbs 14:12. Why does pride stand in opposition 
to God? How does pride cloud our judgment and response to this mad 
world? 

• Read 1 John 2:15-17 and Proverbs 14:12. How does the lust of the flesh, the 
lust of the eyes and the pride of life play off of our envy and selfish 
ambition? What cycle does this mindset create? 

EXPRESSION 

• What leads you to take things that are true and make them about you 
(insecurities, the desire to be right, pride, the need for control, etc.)? 

• We must surrender what we know to be true to Him who is the Truth. Where 
are you most resistant to submit yourself to God’s truth?  

• What we see awakens something in us. The more we see, the more we want. 
The more we want, the more we look for it. If this is true, where are your eyes 
set and what does that say about what you truly want?  
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LEADER INSIGHT: You can win an argument while losing the relationship at the 
same time. This is what happens when the issues on the table matter more to us 
than the people around the table. Pride can cloud our judgment. Our insecurities 
can fuel our response to those that disagree. The need for control and our desire 
to simply be right can drastically influence our approach to how we address the 
critical issues this world faces.  

Far too often, we’ve taken things that are true and made them about us. This has 
only created more chaos, discord and distrust to take root in our mad world. 
There’s no point in having strong views if we only have them so we can put people 
in their place. 

As long as we continue to focus on the issues and ignore what’s at the center, 
nothing will ever change. The madness of this world isn’t going to be solved 
because we simply won an argument. Our emotions cannot serve as a driving 
force in how we respond to the world around us.  

Scripture speaks of envy and selfish ambition serving as the source for the conflict 
we experience. Falling for the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes keeps us in 
a loop of continual dissatisfaction and discontentment. Our hearts will remain 
restless until we find something to support our trust.  

This restlessness influences our perception. Our eyes go searching for something 
that will provide us security. What we see awakens something in us. The more we 
see, the more we want. The more we want something the more prone our eyes are 
to see it. Unfortunately, we’ve been looking for security in all the wrong places. 
We’re living in a way we were never intended to live. God created us for Himself 
and He’s not going to give that up. 

Clarity doesn’t come in the midst of the chaos. Processing what we believe 
requires us to be quiet and still. We’ve got to carve out a time and space where we 
can silence the noise and reflect on God’s truth and the impact it should have on 
our life and relationships. Grace comes by submission to the Truth. We must 
surrender what we know to be true to Him who is the Truth.
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