
Bottom Line: Because we belong to God, we belong to each other.  

Study Verses: Ephesians 1:5, 1 John 3:1, Romans 12:4-5, Hebrews 10:24-25 

Define The Win: Participants would be able to articulate why the Gospel serves as 
the greatest adoption story ever told. They would recognize that through this 
adoption they’ve become part of the family of God and understand the 
implications of this relationship. Group members would pinpoint how they can own 
their part of the family.  

Key Points 

• We’re all crazy. We all have some crazy in our family. 

• There is something about family that unites people like no other organization, 
association or relationship ever could.  

• We were orphans in need of adoption. God adopted us into His own family. 

• If you like adoption, you’ve got to love the Gospel. Why? Because the Gospel 
message is an adoption story. 

• Because you were adopted by God, you belong to God.  

• Being adopted into the family of God means your family is slightly larger, 
messier, and crazier than you thought.  
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• The only thing perfect about the family of God is God. Even though we may not 
be perfect, we have a purpose.  

• Each one of us has a part to play.  

• We need to (1) think of each other as family (2) look out for each other as family 
(3) show up for each other as family. 

ENCOUNTER  

• What is the one thing you love and appreciate most about your family? 
Why does this stick out to you? 

• What is one aspect of the craziness of your family you’ve struggled to deal 
with over the years? 

• How does the family unite people in a way that no other relationship or 
thing can? 

FORMATION  

• Read Ephesians 1:5. What caused us to be orphans in need of adoption?  

• Read 1 John 3:1. How is the Gospel message primarily an adoption story? 

• Read Romans 12:4-5. What implications does belonging to God have on 
how we belong to each other?  

EXPRESSION 

• Read Hebrews 10:24-25. What would it look like for you to show up for 
your family here at Port City Community Church? 

• Do you believe your part matters in the family of God? Why or why not? 
What makes you answer in the way that you do? How can you begin to own 
your part in God’s family? 

• Who around you needs to feel encouraged and know that they belong to 
something bigger than themselves?  

LEADER INSIGHT: Family unites people like no other organization, association, or 
relationship ever could. There is something so special, so unique, and so uniting 
about family. It is no wonder that when we read the Bible, we encounter countless 
stories and imageries of family. We see over and over in Scripture the idea of God 
being our father.  
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In his letter to the churches in Ephesus, the apostle Paul uses the imagery of 
family to help us understand one of the most profound and powerful truths: God 
adopted us into His own family.  

From the very beginning of creation, God created us to live in an intimate 
relationship with Him. But, our sin broke this intimacy and the perfect connection 
we were created to experience. Our sin separated us from God to the point it left 
us fatherless, alone and in need of rescue. We were orphans.  

Because of His great love for us, God decided to pay the price required to bring us 
back to Himself, back into His family.  The sacrifice displayed on the cross.  
Through Jesus, we were reconciled and reunited with God. Salvation is a gift of 
God, extend by the hand of God, by the grace God, and received simply by faith. 

The Gospel message is an adoption story. God went to great lengths to make us 
part of His family and call us His sons and daughters. Because we were adopted 
by God, we belong to God. We now have a place to call home and a place where 
we belong.  

But there is second implication of this amazing truth that God has adopted us into 
His family and its found throughout the New Testament. Because we belong to 
God, we belong to each other Because we belong to the family of God, because 
we belong to the body of Christ, we then belong to each other. We are family. 

None of us are perfect so we make family life in the family of God awful messy at 
times. The only thing perfect about the family of God is God. Even though we may 
not be perfect, we have a purpose. Each one of us has a unique function, a part to 
play and brings something to the table.  

We need to think of each other as family. Our call is to go against the grain of our 
individualistic culture, and care for something much bigger than ourselves. We 
take time to reflect and ask ourselves: how can I help? What do I have to offer to 
the rest of the family? How can I get more connected into this local expression of 
God’s family here at Port City?  

As a family, we must learn to live life together as family. And there is one thing true 
about every loving family: they show up for each other. When one member of our 
family is in need of help, we go and help. When someone in our family experiences 
a victory, we go and celebrate with them. When our brother or sister is hurting, we 
go hurt with them. When they mourn, we mourn. When they rejoice, we rejoice. 
Quite simply, family shows up for family.
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