EPIHPHANY 2024
Revelation of God With Us

EPHIPHANY
Ephiphany [epiphaind] is a celebration of the ancient church calendar on January 6.
The word literally means “manifest.”

It centers on the journey of the wise men who journey from far away because they noticed a
star in the sky. The follow it looking for a king in order to present him gifts.

It is the celebration of Jesus Christ revealed to the world—specifically the Gentiles.

1 John 1:2-3 ESV

2 the life was made manifest [phanerod], and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to
you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— 3 that which we
have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and
indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.

“I believe in Christianity as | believe that the sun has risen: not only because | see it, but
because by it | see everything else.” - C.S. Lewis

Matthew 2:1-12NIV

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east
came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We
saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”

3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had
called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the
Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet
has written:

6 “ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler

who will shepherd my people Israel.””

7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had
appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As
soon as you find him, report to me, so that | too may go and worship him.”

9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose
went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the
star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary,
and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented
him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to
go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.



Excerpt from “The Journey of the Magi” by T.S. Eliot

This: were we led all that way for

Birth or Death? There was a Birth, certainly

We had evidence and no doubt. | had seen birth and death,
But had thought they were different; this Birth was

Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death.

We returned to our places, these Kingdoms,

But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation,

With an alien people clutching their gods.

| should be glad of another death.

SLIDE

Matthew 2:13-15 NIV

13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he
said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until | tell you, for Herod is
going to search for the child to kill him.”

14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 15 where he
stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the
prophet: “Out of Egypt | called my son.”

The Gospel opens up a whole new way to see and experience the world.

The Kingdom of God invites a radical reimagination of the way the world is to be structured
and the way in which we live within it as Heaven’s rule gets authority in our community of
citizens who claim allegiance to Ruler of that Kingdom.

The point isn’t to reduce everything down in order to understand, but rather to awaken us to a
beauty and a goodness that compels us to marvel and to worship.

2 Corinthians 1:20-21 NIV

20 For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ. And so through
him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God. 21 Now it is God who makes both us and
you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, 22 set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit

in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.



