
Bottom Line: You will not see a new story until you let go of the old one.  

Study Verses: James 1:23-25, Revelation 21:1-4, Hebrews 2:11, Ephesians 1:13-14 

Define The Win: Participants would recognize the important role the family plays 
in society. They would be willing to step back and take an extended look at God’s 
purpose for the family. Group members would begin to consider what redemption 
of their family would look like. 

Key Points 

• The cultural understanding of the family has changed more than we know.  

• Redemption is the reality that God uses everything.  

• The danger of disappointment is we long to go back.  

• The danger of fulfillment is that we long for things to stay the same. 

• The way of redemption requires us to let go of demanding things work out.  

• Stop looking in the past. There is only one direction and that is forward.  

• The restoration and reclamation of the family isn’t the only thing that matters. 
Redemption does.  

• The family is one of the most central concepts of humanity, but it’s also one of 
the greatest sources of frustration, disappointment and shame.  
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• We all believe the family is important, but we all know that the family is 
imperfect. 

• The worst possible way to struggle is alone.  

ENCOUNTER  

• Complete the sentence: My family is ___________________. How does your 
answer influence your perspective of the purpose of the family?  

• What do you believe God’s intention is for the family? 

• How has the cultural understanding of the family changed over the years? 

• How do you wrestle with the tension that believing the family is important, 
but knowing that the family is imperfect?  

FORMATION  

• Read James 1:23-25. Why is it important that we take a step back from our 
limited perspective and take a larger look at God’s purpose for the family?  

• Read Revelation 21:1-4. What is the significance of marriage being the book 
end stories of the Bible (establishment of marriage in Genesis and the 
celebration of marriage in redemption seen in Revelation)? Why did God use 
this imagery to describe our relationship with Him?  

• Read Hebrews 2:11 and Ephesians 1:13-14. What does it mean that God has 
a “view of redemption”? Why does the redemption of the family matter just 
as much as the restoration and reclamation of it?  

EXPRESSION 

• The worst possible way to struggle is alone. What struggles are you dealing 
with when it comes to your family? 

• The danger of disappointment is we long to go back. The danger of fulfillment 
is that we long for things to stay the same. Of the two (disappointment or 
fulfillment), which one are you viewing your family story through?  

• What would redemption look like for your family? What part of your old story 
are you holding on to that is preventing you from experiencing a new story?   
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LEADER INSIGHT: The family is one of the most central concepts of humanity, but 
it’s also one of the greatest sources of frustration, disappointment and shame. 
These emotions happen for a variety of different reasons. For some it’s a bad 
experience growing up. For others, it involves friction with being married or single. 
Throw in the pressure of kids on parents or parents on kids and you can 
understand why many of us view the family as maddening. This doesn’t even 
touch upon the devastation of divorce, blended families, infidelity and abuse. Even 
though we believe the family is important, we are well aware that the family is 
imperfect. 

Some of us are disappointed with our spouse.  Some of us are disappointed with our 
parents. Some of us are disappointed with our kids. Some of us are disappointed that 
we’re still single. Some of us are disappointed with yourselves. 

If we’re really honest, our families just kind of happened to us. We don’t really 
have a firm grasp on what they are or why they matter. The ideal picture we have 
of the family is a fairytale that leads to frustration. Things don’t get wrapped up in 
thirty minutes with everybody happy and the problems solved like they do in the 
sitcoms. 

The condition of the family has changed over time. Kids are growing up in a 
different culture than the one we were raised in. The cultural understanding has 
morphed more than we know. Cultural acceptance hasn’t brought wholeness to 
the family, but neither has the church’s rejection of those families who are 
different and who might be struggling. The church has fought hard for the 
restoration and reclamation of the family. Unfortunately, they’ve also lost sight of 
another important element, which is the redemption of the family.  

The reality is that we cannot just wish these issues away or pretend they don’t 
exist because the struggle is real. To ignore it would force people and families to 
wrestle with things on their own. This can’t happen because the worst possible 
way to struggle is alone.  

As believers, we have to take a deep breathe, lay our limited perspective on the 
table and take a step back to address the issues plaguing the family. What would it 
look like to make things right? Almost instinctively, our minds go back to the way 
things were. So, we try, fail and feel guilty. Our efforts pour forth out of the guilt 
we feel. We hope that if we can just do some things it will make up for what we’ve 
done or what has been done to us. Yet, this will never work. 

The way of redemption requires us to let go of demanding things work out. The 
danger of disappointment is that we long to go back. The danger of fulfillment is 
that we long for things to stay same. We can’t be bogged down with the past and 
it is a losing battle trying to freeze time. There is only one direction we must set 
our gaze towards and that is forward. God is always working towards redemption. 
But, redemption doesn’t necessarily look like the way things looked before. We will 
not find a new story for our family until we let go of the old one.
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