
Bottom Line: People don’t want to be tolerated, they want to be loved.  

Study Verses: 1 John 4:18-19, John 17:22-23, Mark 1:40-42, James 4:4-7, 
Mathew 5:1-12 

Define The Win: Participants would recognize where they’ve quickly labeled 
someone on the other side of the issue and failed to learn their story. They would 
recognize that Jesus calls us to enter other people’s lives and engage in the 
messiness of this broken world. Group members would pinpoint one action step 
they can take in order to get to know someone that they disagree with on an issue.  

Key Points 

• We often respond to the issues fueled by our emotions rather than deeply held 
convictions.  

• Fear drives us to our “safe spaces.” We withdraw to protect us from a world we 
are afraid of.  

• On the side of every issue is a human being.  

• The best way to understand an issue is by understanding someone on the other 
side of the issue.  

• There is a reason why people see things differently than you. Find out their 
“why.” 

• Labels are intended to divide and segregate.  
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• Do not try to find your life source in the things of this world.  

• We surrender to Christ while moving towards each other. 

• The safe space we are looking for is a relationship that rests in love.  

• We reflect Christ’s heart when we’re willing to enter the mess of someone else’s 
life. 

ENCOUNTER  

"One of the major problems in the modern world is how we are to live with our deepest 
differences.” -Os Guinness

• Read the quote from Os Guinness. How do we get along with one another 
while the issues of this world remain unresolved?  

• Why do you believe safe spaces have become part of our culture? What is 
their purpose and why do people head to these places? 

• How can one tell if they are responding to an issue fueled solely by their 
emotions or driven by a well thought out conviction? 

FORMATION  

• Read James 4:4-7 and John 17:22-23. In what ways does displaying humility 
lead us towards understanding, connection and oneness?   

• Read 1 John 4:18-19. What tends to drive our fears in regards to the issues 
the world faces? How does perfect love expel all fears? 

• Read Mark 1:40-42. How does this story exemplify how Jesus entered the 
mess of humanity? If Christ serve as our ultimate example, what does this 
mean to the way we respond to the brokenness around us? 

• Read Matthew 5:1-12. How is this passage, and the way it describes how we 
are to live, a rallying cry to live counter cultural?  

EXPRESSION 

• What is the danger in labeling people on the other side of the issue?  Where 
have you been guilty of labeling those that have a different view than you? 

• There is a reason why people see things differently than you. Think of 
someone on the other side of the issue you are most passionate about. How 
can you take steps to hear their story and understand why they believe the 
way that they do? 
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• Over the past five weeks, how has your response to the mad world changed 
or been challenged? What is the greatest insight you received and how can 
you take that insight and live it out? 

LEADER INSIGHT: The world we live in is a dangerous place. Not only are we 
faced with challenging issues, but getting everyone to agree on how to fix the 
brokenness seems impossible. We often respond to the issues fueled by our 
emotions rather than deeply held convictions. As a result, attempting to achieve 
unity feels as futile as rearranging the deck chairs on The Titanic.  

Why can’t everyone see things from our perspective? We reason that if everyone 
just thought like us than the world would be a much better place. Yet, we’re 
surrounded by people who look, think, live and act differently than us. These deep 
differences push us towards isolation.  

We retreat to our safe spaces to protect us from controversial issues and opposing 
viewpoints. By setting up our different camps that don’t interact, we are hoping to 
find a place free from bias, conflict and criticism as well as threatening ideas and 
conversations. Fear drives us to our safe spaces. 

The encampments never lead to unity but rather keep us dug in to our differences. 
Conversations don’t take place. Instead of seeking understanding, we get lazy and 
indifferent by labeling others. Throwing a label on the person we disagree with 
fools us into believe we understand them. 

Labels take something unbelievably complex and attempt to dumb it down into 
something more manageable. Just like a label on a can of soup, our misguided 
labels attempt to tell us very quickly what lies on the inside of the individual. The 
problem with labels is they are lazy, take very little effort, and are often wrong.  

Labels allow us to keep our hands clean from engaging in the messiness of this 
world. They are intended to keep us divided and segregated. While we remain in 
our safe spaces, the mad world continues to spiral out of control. As believers in 
Christ, we must move first and get our hands dirty. We reflect Christ’s heart  the 
most when we’re willing to enter the mess of someone else’s life. We surrender to 
Christ while moving towards each other.  

On the side of every issue is a human being. There is a reason why people see 
things differently than us. Rather than guess, curiosity and a proactiveness is 
needed to gain a true picture of their “why.” The best way to understand an issue 
is by understanding someone on the other side of the issue. The safe space we 
are looking for is a relationship that rests in love. 
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