
Bottom Line:  We might not know what is wrong, but we realize something ain’t 
right. 

Study Verses: Romans 3:9-24, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Acts 11:22-26, John 7:37-38 

Define The Win: Group members would be able to articulate the Gospel message. 
Part of this exercise would include assessing whether they have put their 
complete trust in the Gospel and how this encounter has transformed their lives.  

Key Points 

• Everything finds its meaning and purpose within the context of its relationship 
with God. 

• You are made by God and for God.  

• When you share your story, you share the Gospel. 

• You shouldn’t label yourself a Christian until someone calls you one first.  

• When something isn’t right our tendency is to deny, pretend and justify.  

• We don’t need to justify ourselves to God because Christ has already done so. 

• No amount of good behavior is going to make us right. Don’t try to be strong in 
your own strength. 
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• It’s a relationship, not an agreement. 

• No one is agnostic about anything important.  

• He died and rose to destroy what separated us from life. 

ENCOUNTER  

• When do you first remember realizing that there was something wrong in this 
world? How did you attempt to rectify living in a broken world? 

• What does it mean to be a Christian? How did you come to this version or 
perspective of this word?  

• What is the normal condition of the culture we live in? How does culture 
define a “normal” life? Why is living for Christ seen as counterculture?  

FORMATION  

• Read Romans 3:9-24. According to this passage, what was the purpose of 
the law? What makes the Gospel message inclusive both in humanity’s 
brokenness as well as the answer to this problem? 

• Read 2 Corinthians 5:21. How does this passage sum up the Gospel 
message? How does Christ’s righteousness make us right with God? 

• Read Acts 11:22-26. What caused people to take notice and label every 
believers in Antioch as Christians? How did an encounter with God’s grace 
change these believers? 

EXPRESSION 

• When something isn’t right our tendency is to either deny, pretend or justify. 
Of the three, which one is your default reaction to your struggles? 

• Read John 7:37-38. Do you believe this type of life is possible for you? Why or 
why not? What makes you answer in the way that you do?  

• If you had to share with someone the Gospel message in one sentence, how 
would you do it? What does the Gospel mean to you? 

LEADER INSIGHT: We might not know what is wrong but we realize something 
isn’t right. At one point or another our eyes were opened to the fact that we live in 
a broken world. There is more hate and division than love and forgiveness. More 
hurt than healing. More screaming, less listening.  

Even in our own heart, we’ve wrestled with our personal brokenness. Our actions 
causing other people pain. Our words bringing shame rather than speaking life 

www.portcitychurch.org Page !  of !2 3



into others. When something isn’t right our tendency is to deny, pretend or justify. 
This is exactly what we do in response to the distance sin caused in our 
relationship with God. We deny He exists. We pretend our actions are no big deal. 
We justify why we deserve grace.  

As we look at the distance sin caused, we ask God to meet us in the middle. We 
attempt to earn our way back to Him yet, no amount of good behavior is going to 
make us right. Denying and pretending that a problem doesn’t exist doesn’t cause 
the problem to magically disappear.  

Trying to be strong in our own strength is getting us nowhere. Without Christ, 
there would be no hope. Instead of coming to an agreement based on our 
behavior, God made a way for us to have a relationship without condition. Jesus 
died and rose to destroy what separated us from life.  

Everything finds its meaning and purpose within the context of its relationship with 
God. We were made by God for God. By erasing the divide, God fulfilled the 
demands of our relationship. We don't need to justify ourselves to God because 
Christ has already done so on our behalf.  

Yet, these truths hold little weight and even less power if they don’t transform our 
lives. Colliding with God’s grace should change everything about us. We quit 
authoring our own story and allow God to write His plans for us.  

We are able to walk in freedom knowing that there is nothing we can do to make 
God love us any less or any more. Over time, our lives look different. Our 
transformed hearts speak volumes to those looking for the same hope. When we 
share our story with others we share the Gospel at the same time. 
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