
Bottom Line: Power can force obedience, but only love can awaken love.  

Study Verses: John 20:31, John 11:21-27, John 11:32-43 

Key Points 

• The Gospel is not the prevention of death, but the gift of life.  

• God doesn’t always act the way we think He should. 

Define The Win: Participants would examine places where they question God’s 
heart. They would be able to articulate their questions as well as feel encouraged 
to pursue the answers at the same time. In the midst of their doubts, group 
members would realize that they are loved by God and those within their 
community. 

ENCOUNTER  

• Over the years, can you think of a time when you caught yourself saying, 
“God, if you would’ve _______”? What made you question what God was up to 
in this situation?  

• How did God use this situation to further your trust in Him as well as open 
your eyes towards His love for you? 

• Power can force obedience, but only love can awaken love. Do you agree with 
this statement? Why or why not? What makes you answer in the way that you 
do? 
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FORMATION  

• Read John 20:31. According to this passage, why were the Gospels written? 
What did the authors want their accounts of Jesus to do for those who read 
them? 

• Read John 11:21-27. What was Martha’s “God, if you would’ve _____” 
statement? How did Jesus respond to Martha’s push back? What did He 
want her to see and understand? 

• Read John 11:32-43. How is Jesus’ compassion displayed in this story? Why 
do you believe Jesus was moved to display His emotions?  

EXPRESSION 

"My faith suffers from too much freedom, to many temptations to disbelieve.  At 
times I want God to overwhelm me, to overcome my doubts with certainty, to give 
final proofs of his existence and his concern."  Philip Yancey 

• Read the quote from Philip Yancey. What causes you, and others, to 
question God’s heart? What drives this doubt? 

• Where does doubt exist in your life right now? How are you processing and 
dealing with this doubt? 

• How can you display faith in the midst of your doubts and questions? 

LEADER INSIGHT: At one time or another, we’ve all questioned God’s heart. 
We’ve experienced loss. We’ve encountered difficulty. We’ve felt overwhelmed by 
our circumstances. From our perspective, God’s action, or lack thereof, didn’t 
make sense. We hoped God would’ve displayed His power or seen things from our 
perspective.  

If we were in His shoes, we would’ve acted differently or, at the very least, got us 
out of our situation. God, what are you up to? Why are you silent and distant? Do 
you even care about me? Then we throw down our IF statements: If you would’ve 
_______ (fill in the blank), then ______ (fill in the blank).  

Mary and Martha were wrestling with these same questions when Lazarus passed 
away. Yet, even in the midst of their questions and doubts, Martha and Mary knew 
the power that Jesus possessed. They acknowledged Him as Lord. But, that didn’t 
stop them from wondering “what if” Jesus arrived a few days earlier. If Jesus 
made an appearance, their brother wouldn’t be lying in a tomb. 

Jesus didn't berate them for their questions. He didn’t shake His head and wave 
his finger in frustration over their grief. Instead, He was moved to tears for His 
friend. He saw the love they had for their brother and it moved Him. Jesus also 
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understood that they still didn’t understand the whole picture. So, Jesus did what 
He had a habit of doing, making the impossible possible. In a foreshadowing of His 
own resurrection, Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead.  

Power can force obedience, but only love can awaken love. In that moment, Jesus 
didn’t just display His power, but exhibited His love for others. The power of the 
Gospel that is offered to us isn’t not solely the prevention of death; it’s the fact 
that we’ve been given the gift of life - right here, right now.  

Jesus invites our questions and doubts. He welcomes our hesitations. They don’t 
stop Him from showering with us love and inviting us into His presence. He wants 
us to put our whole trust in Him so that no matter what situation we find ourselves 
in, we can stand in the security of knowing we are loved. 
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