
Bottom Line: Do what you can with what you have where you are.  

Study Verses: 2 Peter 1:1-10, Exodus 4:1-17, 2 Timothy 1:6-14, Micah 6:8 

Define The Win: Participants would reflect on the results of their spiritual gifts 
assessment (portcitychurch.org/box). They would recognize how fear, insecurity, 
and comparison have the power to inhibit individuals from living out their 
strengths. Group members would pinpoint how they can utilize their strengths to 
make an impact and serve others.  

Key Points 

• Shift your lens towards your strengths. 

• We err on the side of comfort rather than erring on the side of action. 

• The culture of comparison is rising up in our generation. 

• Christians have become very good at telling the world what their 
convictions are, but doing nothing about them. 

• Be observant around you, keep your lens in front of you, and respond to a 
need. 

• We are so scared to make a mistake that we do nothing. We fail to realize 
that in doing nothing we’ve made a mistake. 
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• You’ve been given everything you need to be a light in this world.  

• Lay down your insecurities, lay down your fear of failure, lay down your fear 
of making mistakes, and work out what is already in you.  

• Stop overcomplicating everything and take your first step. 

• Christ meets us where we are so we can in turn meet others where they are. 

ENCOUNTER  

• What insight did you gain from taking the spiritual gifts assessment? What 
were your greatest strengths? What results surprised you the most? 

• What do you tend to focus on: your strengths or your weaknesses? Why does 
your attention tend to drift in this direction? What does it look like to shift 
your lens towards your strengths? 

• What lies do fear, insecurity, and comparison want us to believe in? How does 
fear bring the focus off of others and onto ourselves? 

FORMATION  

• Read Exodus 4:1-17. What was preventing Moses from living “outside the 
box” and taking a step of faith? When it came to the situation at hand, what 
was Moses focusing on? How did God respond to Moses’s protests? 

• Read 2 Peter 1:1-10. God has given you everything you need to go out and 
be a light to this world. Do you agree with this statement? Why or why not? 
What makes you answer in the way that you do?  

• Read 2 Timothy 1:6-14. According to this passage, what spirit has God 
placed within us? How should this influence the way we respond to fear? 

• Read Micah 6:8. How do we overcomplicate God’s will for our lives? What is 
God asking each one of us to do? 

EXPRESSION 

• What tends to be the excuses you use to explain your fears or justify your 
inactivity? What truth needs to replace these fears? 

• Go back to the spiritual gifts survey. How are you currently using your 
greatest strength? What is one weakness (low score) that you need to work 
on and exercise more?  
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• What are the needs around you? What is one step you can take to further use 
this gift to make an impact and serve others? 

LEADER INSIGHT: By seeing how God has wired us, we can begin to shift our lens 
towards our strengths. Yet, this is easier said than done. Our natural inclination is 
to focus on our weaknesses, be overcome by our insecurities or enable fear to halt 
us in our tracks. Comparison not only kills our relationships, but our faith as well.  

Instead of getting in the game, we sit on the sidelines as a bench warmer looking 
at everyone else living out their faith. We are so terrified of making a mistake or 
misinterpreting God’s will for our lives, that we do nothing. What we fail to realize 
is that by doing nothing we are already making a huge mistake. Many of us err on 
the side of safety, comfort, and convenience instead of erring on the side of 
action. 

We feel ill-equipped to make an impact, but this picture of ourselves goes against 
what Scripture says. We’ve been given everything we need to go out and be a light 
in this world. EVERYTHING. We just have to be willing to do something. There’s no 
point in having convictions if we do nothing about them. God is encouraging us to 
lay down our insecurities and fears of failure, and instead, work out what is already 
inside of us.  

We have become overachievers at overcomplicating the call that God has for us. 
We worry so much about creating the right times, the right places, and the right 
purposes to engage our gifts in ministry. And God is saying, just do something 
with what you have right where you are by being observant, keeping your lens in 
front of you and engaging when you see a need.  

The power of the Gospel message is that through God’s grace, Christ now meets 
us exactly where we are. Then in-turn, if we get past all of the excuses, all of the 
fears, we can meet others where they are. God is capable of doing things beyond 
our capabilities. We just need to learn to let go and start working outside of our 
boxes so that the world can see the hope and freedom that is found in Christ. 
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